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Executive Summary

Global development is facing historic change.
As cities and human settlements re-invent
themselves to meet the needs of twenty¿UVWFHQWXU\FLWL]HQU\XUEDQUHVHDUFKHUV
PXVWEHFRPHPRUHQLPEOHLQQRYDWLYHDQG
collaborative to ensure a sustainable future.
7ZHQW\¿UVWFHQWXU\XUEDQL]DWLRQGLIIHUVLQSDFHORFDWLRQDQGFKDUDFWHUIURP
urbanization of the past. The speed of today’s metropolitan growth is at a
KLVWRULFKLJKGHPRJUDSKHUVUHSRUWWKDWLWWRRN\HDUVIRUWKHZRUOGWR
UHDFKLWV¿UVWELOOLRQXUEDQLWHVEXWZLOOOLNHO\WDNHRQO\¿IWHHQ\HDUVIRUWKH
current urban population to increase by a billion. Accommodating this growth will
require building the equivalent of a city of a million residents every week for the
next forty years.
Penn IUR hosted the Sustainable Urbanization:Place Matters Research Summit
RQ0DUFKDWWKH8QLYHUVLW\RI3HQQV\OYDQLDLQ3KLODGHOSKLD3$2YHU
¿IW\UHVHDUFKHUVIURPDURXQGWKHZRUOGSDUWLFLSDWHGLQURXQGWDEOHVHVVLRQVDQG
panels to explore the state of urban research and identify critical research issues.
While a good deal of information exists on urban growth and its projected
LPSDFWVIRUERWKWKHGHYHORSLQJDQGGHYHORSHGZRUOGVWKHFRQQHFWLRQEHWZHHQ
XUEDQV\VWHPVEURDGO\FRQFHLYHGDQGORFDOVROXWLRQVLVPLVVLQJ$SODWIRUPRI
GHHSDQGGHWDLOHGSODFHEDVHGUHVHDUFKGUDZQIURPPDQ\VRXUFHVLVQHHGHG
to inform public and private policy for a sustainable and inclusive global urban
future.
This report summarizes the summit roundtables and panel discussions and
presents seven cross-cutting research agendas that emerged from the
FRQYHUVDWLRQVXUEDQIRUPLQHTXDOLW\FROOHFWLYHLQWHOOLJHQFHDQGGDWDNQRZOHGJH
WUDQVIHUFOLPDWHFKDQJHDQGUHVLOLHQFHLQIRUPDOLW\DQGLQVWLWXWLRQDOFDSDFLW\
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The Conversation

FIRESTARTERS
How can we
LQFHQWLYL]H
better decisions
about habitation
on vulnerable
landscapes?

7KHVXPPLWNLFNHGRIIZLWKIRXU¿UHVWDUWHUSUHVHQWDWLRQVIURP-RQDWKDQ%DUQHWW
0DUN$ODQ+XJKHV)HUGRXV-DKDQDQG6DVNLD6DVVHQZKLFKIRUHVKDGRZHGWKH
ZLGHUDQJHRIUHVHDUFKWRSLFVWKDWZRXOGHPHUJHGXULQJWKHVXPPLW-RQDWKDQ
Barnett discussed four compelling questions related to global climate adaptation:
+RZFDQFLWLHVDGDSWWRVHDOHYHOULVH"WRLQFUHDVHG³\HDU´ÀRRGV"WRPRUH
IUHTXHQWDQGVHYHUHGURXJKWV"WRLQFUHDVHGIRUHVW¿UHULVN"0DUN$ODQ+XJKHV
asked the audience to re-imagine the relationship between researchers and
the world: to change their conception of “researcher” from “outside expert”
to collaborator and “trusted partner” who can unlock the policy innovation
potential in academic research. He also asked researchers to carefully consider
WKHLUDVVXPSWLRQVDERXWWKHZRUGGHQVLW\WRWKLQNDERXWZKDWIDFWRUVPXVW
be present for density to offer the ‘panacea’ we hope it may provide. Ferdous
-DKDQPRYHGWKHGLVFXVVLRQWRWKHOLYHVRI%DQJODGHVKLFRQWUDVWLQJVRFLDODQG
GHYHORSPHQWDOVXFFHVVHVZLWKWKHUHFHQWSROLWLFDOLQVWDELOLW\-DKDQH[SODLQHGKRZ
KRXVLQJLQYHVWPHQWVFDQEHXVHGWRFRXQWHUDFWWKDWLQVWDELOLW\E\SURYLGLQJMREV
LPSURYLQJKHDOWKDQGLQFUHDVLQJWKHSXUFKDVLQJSRZHURIKRXVHKROGV6DVNLD
Sassen presented on creating new concepts to capture the breadth and depth
of today’s social and environmental dislocations and expulsions—income gaps
EHWZHHQWKHULFKDQGWKHPLGGOHFODVVHVGLVORFDWHGSRSXODWLRQVDQGLQFUHDVLQJ
destruction of natural resources worldwide.

ROUNDTABLES
)ROORZLQJWKH¿UHVWDUWHUSUHVHQWDWLRQVUHVHDUFKHUVIRUPHG¿YHURXQGWDEOH
JURXSVDURXQGWRSLFVWKDWVLJQL¿FDQWO\LPSDFWRUDUHLPSDFWHGE\WKH
VSDWLDODVSHFWVRIXUEDQGHYHORSPHQWHFRQRPLFDJJORPHUDWLRQUHVLOLHQFHDQG
PHWURSROLWDQV\VWHPVWUDQVSRUWDWLRQDQGLQIUDVWUXFWXUHLQHTXDOLW\DQGXUEDQ
analytics. Lawrence Vale and Tom Daniels asked participants at the resilience and
metropolitan systems roundtable what research is needed to understand the key
OHYHUVWKDWSURPRWHXUEDQUHVLOLHQF\7KHHFRQRPLFDJJORPHUDWLRQGLVFXVVLRQ
OHGE\6WHSKHQ0DOSH]]LDQG*LOOHV'XUDQWRQDVNHGSDUWLFLSDQWVZKDWXUEDQ
forms and systems of cities best foster economic growth and human capital
Sustainable Urbanization: Place Matters page 7

What if problems
are measured in
time scales greater
than a human
lifespan? How do
you get people to
invest in long-term
solutions?

GHYHORSPHQW/HGE\3DXO-DUJRZVNLDQG$ODQ0DELQWKHWDEOHRQLQHTXDOLW\SRVHG
two questions to the group: What research is required to determine how best to
SURGXFHSURYLGHDQG¿QDQFHSXEOLFJRRGV"$QGDWZKDWVFDOHDUHGLIIHUHQWSXEOLF
JRRGVEHVW¿QDQFHGDQGGHOLYHUHG"7KHWDEOHRQWUDQVSRUWDWLRQDQGLQIUDVWUXFWXUH
OHGE\&DWKHULQH5RVVDQG0LFKDHO5HSORJOHIRFXVHGRQZKDWUHVHDUFKLVQHHGHG
WREHWWHUGH¿QHLQIRUPDQGVXSSRUWVWUDWHJLHVDQGKHOSGHFLVLRQPDNHUVDOORFDWH
resources for transportation and infrastructure. The urban analytics table was
led by Dana Tomlin and Marja Hoek-Smit. The group delved into the questions of
ZKDWUHVHDUFKLVQHHGHGWRGHWHUPLQHWKHHI¿FDF\RI³ELJGDWD´DQGWKHUROHRI
place-based data analytics in driving sustainable solutions and innovative policies
for cities at different levels of development.
$UHYLHZVHVVLRQPRGHUDWHGE\0DULO\Q-RUGDQ7D\ORUFRQYHQHGWREULHIWKHHQWLUH
group on the roundtable conversations. Summarized below are the key points
from each presentation.

1. Resilience and Metropolitan Systems
• :HQHHGWRDJUHHRQWKHGH¿QLWLRQRIWKHWHUP³UHVLOLHQFH´:KDWDUHWKH
principles of resilience? What are the best examples or practices of resilient
cities?
• +RZFDQFLWLHVSODQIRUXQFHUWDLQW\"5HVHDUFKHUVQHHGWREHDEOHWRGH¿QH
threat and risks and cities need to be able to brace for the unknown. How
can cities be stress-tested?
• 5HJDUGLQJGLVDVWHUSODQQLQJSHRSOHQHHGWRJHWEH\RQGWKHQRWLRQRI
“bouncing back” and need to learn what is means to “bounce forward”.
• How can we incentivize better decisions about habitation on vulnerable
landscapes?
• What role does social equity play in resilience?

2. Economic Agglomeration
• Cities are heterogeneous; there won’t be a universal policy for all
FLWLHV3ROLFLHVVKRXOGEHÀH[LEOHVRWKDWWKH\FDQDGDSWWRFKDQJHVLQ
understanding and shifts in policy goals.
• $JJORPHUDWLRQFDQEULQJVWDWLFEHQH¿WV HJJUHDWHUHI¿FLHQFLHV DQGFDQ
VDWLVI\QHHGV HJIRUJURZWK EXWZHGRQ¶WUHDOO\NQRZKRZLWZRUNVLQ
detail and in practice.
• :HQHHGWRFUHDWHSROLFLHVEDVHGRQZKDWZHDFWXDOO\NQRZDQGVLPSO\
do more research. We must focus on policies that aren’t necessarily
exciting but nonetheless important such as policies addressing sewers and
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JDUEDJHGLVSRVDO:KHQWKHVHLVVXHVDUHWDNHQFDUHRIZHFDQPRYHLQWR
progressively more complex policies such as education and housing.
• National governments need to play a coordinating role for local
JRYHUQPHQWVHVSHFLDOO\RQELJLVVXHVOLNHFOLPDWHFKDQJHXQLYHUVLWLHVQHHG
to push for this coordination.

3. Inequality
• In what ways are the mechanisms of racial oppressions and accelerated
LQHTXDOLW\SOD\LQJRXWJOREDOO\LQFOXGLQJWZHQW\¿UVWFHQWXU\WHFKQRORJLHV"
• :KDWHQJLQHVDUHGULYLQJWKHFRQWLQXHGJURZWKDQGUHVWUDWL¿FDWLRQRI
inequality?
• :KDWLVWKHUROHRIWKHKXPDQLWLHVLQWKHFUHDWLRQGHYHORSPHQWDQG
communication of collective visioning for the future regarding inequality?
([DPSOHVLQFOXGHLPDJHODQJXDJHFXOWXUHDQGYDOXHV
• Given that public goods are increasingly supplied by private actors how can
DQGVKRXOGZHUHGH¿QHSXEOLFJRRGV"+RZGRZHHQVXUHHTXDODFFHVVWR
public goods? How to we pay for them?
• How to we translate the relationship between research and practice?
:KRVKRXOGGRWKDWDQGKRZGRZHEHJLQFUHDWLQJRQJRLQJH[FKDQJHVDW
various levels?
How do research
agendas change the
dynamics of urban
politics?

4. Transportation and Infrastructure
• Researchers should consider access - rather than mobility - because density
doesn’t necessarily imply connectedness.
• We are not able to make transportation and infrastructure decisions based
on big data because we lack the ability to analyze the data that we have.
7KHUHDVRQVDUHODFNRI¿QDQFLQJ¿QDQFLDOWRROVDQGWKHVWUXFWXUHVWRWDNH
advantage of that data.
• 7KHUHLVDQHHGWRFRQQHFWDQGHPSRZHUJRYHUQPHQWVZLWKEHWWHUGDWD
DQG¿QGZD\VWKDWJRYHUQPHQWVWUXFWXUHVFDQPDNHXVHRIGDWDWRJDLQ
EHWWHURSHUDWLRQDOFRQWURORIWKHH[LVWLQJWUDQVSRUWDWLRQQHWZRUN ERWK
IRUPDODQGLQIRUPDO WRLPSURYHLWVHI¿FLHQF\
• We need tools that support transportation market segmentation that meets
a variety of different community preferences.
• The market will not provide all information necessary for transportation
GHFLVLRQVEXWZHKDYHDJRRGLGHDRIZKDWHOVHLVQHHGHG

Sustainable Urbanization: Place Matters page 9

• We need the power of collective intelligence - but aren’t necessarily sure
how to go about it. Is it really uniformly positive? How do you measure
collective wisdom to decide if it is truly ‘collective’?
How should
research move from
pure description to
prescription?

• Standards should be clearly set out on how to do particular kinds of
LQIUDVWUXFWXUDODQGWHFKQRORJLFDOGHYHORSPHQW+RZHYHUVWDQGDUGVUDLVHWKH
issue of institutional capacity.
• :KDWLVWKHUROHRIFKRLFHDQGSULFLQJVWUDWHJLHVLQWKHGH¿QLWLRQRISXEOLFY
private goods?

5. Urban Analytics
• 'DWD*DSV7KH86QHHGVPRUHUHVHDUFKLQWKHFHQWUDOQRWMXVWFRDVWDO
states.
• Qualitative data: There are large global data gaps and lack of capacity to
gather the data.
• 7KHUHDUHEHQH¿WVDQGHI¿FLHQFLHVRIGDWDDJJORPHUDWLRQ+RZGRHVLWZRUN
in practice?
• Access to information is driving inequality – access to better information at
the upper socio-economic levels may widen the gap between the wealthy
and the poor.
• Data gathering raises a major issue of the balance between private and
SXEOLFJRRGV H[DPSOHVLQFOXGHRSHQFLW\GDWD
• 'DWDPRGHOVQHHGWREHÀH[LEOHDQGDGDSWDEOHDQGDYRLGRYHUVSHFL¿FLW\
• What is the potential for decentralized decision making – collective
intelligence and true crowd sourcing
• +RZGRHVKXPDQEHKDYLRU DFWXDOO\ FKDQJHLQUHDFWLRQWRGDWD"
• More research is needed on which issues should not be silo’d and can learn
from each other.
• 'RHVWKHSURVSHFWRIPDFKLQHVWKDWOHDUQLQIHUDQGFRPHWRFRQFOXVLRQV
without human theory or understanding = “end of theory”? What does that
mean for human researchers?
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PANELS
Three panels expanded the discussion of place-based urban research by bringing
LQQHZSHUVSHFWLYHVRQGHYHORSPHQWLQ$VLDQRQSUR¿WDQGIRXQGDWLRQDJHQGDV
and global research networks.

7KH)XWXUHRI8UEDQL]DWLRQ:KDW&DQ:H/HDUQIURP$VLDQ
Cities
6WHIDQ$O$EKD-RVKL*KDQL%LPDO3DWHODQG$QWKRQ\<HKIRUPHGDSDQHOHQWLWOHG
“The Future of Urbanization: What Can We Learn from Asian Cities” to examine
the challenges and opportunities of urban life in Asia and what lessons they
provide globally. China and India were highlighted as contrasting case studies.
6WHIDQ$OQRWHGSRVLWLYHWUHQGVLQ&KLQD¶VUDSLGGHYHORSPHQWVXFKDVDODFNRI
VOXPVLQVXFKFLWLHVDV6KHQ]HQDQGKXQGUHGVRIPLOHVRIKLJKVSHHGUDLO$QWKRQ\
<HKQRWHG+RQJ.RQJ¶VVXFFHVVHVDQGIDLOXUHVDVDKLJKO\GHQVHFLW\KLJKOLJKWLQJ
in particular its poor ventilation and air quality. Both pointed to lessons that can
EHDSSOLHGWRRWKHUFLWLHV%LPDO3DWHODQG$EKD-RVK*KDQLGLVFXVVHG,QGLDERWK
expressing the view that India still has much to learn about city-building. They
noted that Indian cities face numerous development hurdles with the growth of
ODUJHVOXPVZLWKSRRUDFFHVVWRSRWDEOHZDWHUVDQLWDWLRQDQGWUDQVSRUWDWLRQ
7KH\SRLQWHGRXWKRZHYHUWKDW,QGLDQFLWLHVKDYLQJGHYHORSHGUHODWLYHO\UHFHQWO\
have the opportunity to learn from and avoid the mistakes already made by cities
in global north.
“We have to
create ways to
create productive
conversations
and collaboration
between people
of different
disciplines.”

7KLQN7DQNVDQG)RXQGDWLRQV9LHZVRQ8UEDQ,VVXHV
'XULQJWKH³7KLQN7DQNVDQG)RXQGDWLRQV9LHZVRQ8UEDQ,VVXHV´SDQHOVL[
SDQHOLVWVGLVFXVVHGWKHLUUHVHDUFKDJHQGDVDQGKRZWKHLUUHVSHFWLYHIRXQGDWLRQV
LQVWLWXWHVDQGIXQGHUVFRQQHFWUHVHDUFKZLWKSUDFWLFH7KHUHVD6LQJOHWRQRIWKH
)HGHUDO5HVHUYH%DQNRI3KLODGHOSKLDPRGHUDWHGWKHGLVFXVVLRQZKLFKLQFOXGHG
'RQ&KHQRIWKH)RUG)RXQGDWLRQ%HQ+HFKWRI/LYLQJ&LWLHV5RQ.DVVLPLURIWKH
6RFLDO6FLHQFH5HVHDUFK&RXQFLO6KDZQ0F&DQH\RIWKH:LOOLDP3HQQ)RXQGDWLRQ
DQG-XVWLQ6FKLHGRIWKH86'HSDUWPHQWRI+RXVLQJDQG8UEDQ'HYHORSPHQW
Three key issues emerged from the discussion:
1. &ROODERUDWLRQVKRXOGEHHQFRXUDJHGEXWVXFFHVVIXOFROODERUDWLRQUHTXLUHV
FDSDFLW\HLWKHUVWDI¿QJRUIXQGLQJRUERWK&RPPRQJURXQGFDQEHKDUG
WRHVWDEOLVKKRZHYHUEHWZHHQJURXSVZLWKFRPSHWLWLYHUHODWLRQVKLSV
FRPSHWLWLRQIRUFOLHQWVRUIXQGLQJIRUH[DPSOH 3ULRULWLHVSRZHUVWUXFWXUHV
and perspectives all must shift and re-align to enable new collaborations.
2. Rapid urbanization means the knowledge transfer between researchers and
WKHUHVWRIWKHZRUOGQHHGVWRVSHHGXSVLJQL¿FDQWO\7KHLQWHUPHGLDULHVOLNH
IRXQGDWLRQVQHHGWREHFRPHDGHSWQHWZRUNZHDYHUVDQGFRQWLQXHWRWDNH
risks. Foundations and institutes can fund and experiment with new ideas
faster and with fewer political risks than governments.
Sustainable Urbanization: Place Matters page 11

3. (TXLW\MXVWLFHDQGIDLUQHVVDUHPDMRUWRSLFVRIGLVFXVVLRQLQWKHQRQSUR¿W
world and an increasing emphasis for new funding agendas.

&UDIWLQJD*OREDO&RPPRQV8QLYHUVLWLHVDQG,QVWLWXWHV
around the World
The “Crafting a Global Commons: Universities and Institutes around the
World” session gave participants an opportunity to share ideas for building
QHWZRUNVDQGLPSURYLQJFROODERUDWLRQV$WWKLVRSHQIRUXPUHVHDUFKHUV
re-capped insights from previous sessions and raised new questions. The
FRQYHUVDWLRQÀRZHGQDWXUDOO\IURPWKHSULRUSDQHO¶VGLVFXVVLRQRINQRZOHGJH
transfer and capacity. One major point raised was the perceived and actual
divisions between “global north” and “global south” research agendas. Penn
IUR’s Eugénie Birch proposed greater awareness and a stronger global
QHWZRUNRIH[LVWLQJUHVHDUFKQRGHVWKDWFDQLPSURYHFROODERUDWLRQVKDUHEHVW
SUDFWLFHVDQGOHDUQIURPHDFKRWKHU5HVHDUFKHUVUHVSRQGHGSRVLWLYHO\WRWKLV
LGHDWKRXJKUDLVHGWZRFRQFHUQVUHVHDUFKVLORVDQGUHODWLYHODFNRIJOREDO
south networks. Traditional researcher silos impede successful collaboration
and reduce awareness of global trends and the potential for interrelated
VROXWLRQVDQGVWUDWHJLHV,QDGGLWLRQWKHPDMRULW\RIUHVHDUFKQHWZRUNVDUH
LQWKH³JOREDOQRUWK´ZLWKHVWDEOLVKHGXUEDQGHYHORSPHQWKRZHYHUµJOREDO
south’ researchers have more in common with each other because they are
confronting similar urbanization issues such as informality and high ruralto-urban migration.
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An Emerging Agenda
A Call to Action
A new urban research paradigm emerged from the discussions.
,QDGGLWLRQWRWRSLFDODJHQGDVSDUWLFLSDQWVXUJHGUHVHDUFKHUV
WRWDNHDFWLRQ7UDGLWLRQDOUHVHDUFKPHWKRGVZLOOQRWVXI¿FH
to address the unprecedented growth projections and the
associated development challenges for cities in the next thirty
years. Participants asked how researchers can effectively
FROODERUDWHZLWKSUDFWLWLRQHUVKRZWKH\FDQDFWLYHO\LPSDFW
XUEDQSROLF\KRZWRVKDUHNQRZOHGJHPRUHTXLFNO\DQGKRZWR
harness the power of collective intelligence and data.

The summit also revealed seven major cross-cutting
research agenda priorities.
Summit organizers selected topics that were consistently discussed by
researchers from multiple disciplines at most roundtables and panels. The seven
WKHPHVDUHXUEDQIRUPLQHTXDOLW\FROOHFWLYHLQWHOOLJHQFHDQGGDWDNQRZOHGJH
WUDQVIHUFOLPDWHFKDQJHDQGUHVLOLHQFHLQIRUPDOLW\DQGLQVWLWXWLRQDOFDSDFLW\
DQGKHWHURJHQHLW\2WKHUUHVHDUFKWRSLFVGLVFXVVHGOHVVIUHTXHQWO\EXWDFURVV
GLVFLSOLQHVDUHLQFOXGHGDWWKHHQGRIWKHVHFWLRQ
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1 Urban Form
1.

Urban Form

2.

Inequality

3.

Data & Collective
Intelligence

4.

Knowledge Transfer

5.

Climate Change &
Resilience

6.

Informality &
Institutional Capacity

7.

Heterogeneity

How does urban form shape the urban research agenda for the
WZHQW\¿UVWFHQWXU\" Researchers at the economic agglomeration table asked
why some agglomerations were independent of urban form and emphasized that
PRUHUHVHDUFKLVQHHGHGRQVSDWLDOLQHTXDOLWLHVZLWKLQWUDQVSRUWDWLRQKRXVLQJ
DQGXQHPSOR\PHQW'XULQJGLVFXVVLRQVRQLQHTXDOLW\SDUWLFLSDQWVQRWHGWKDWDOO
LQHTXDOLWLHVZHUHHPEHGGHGLQSODFH:HDOWKSRSXODWLRQDQGVHJUHJDWLRQ²WKDW
LVSHRSOH²DUHSODFHEDVHGDQGPXVWEHDGGUHVVHGGRZQWRWKHQHLJKERUKRRG
OHYHO+RZHYHUWKHJURXSHPSKDVL]HGWKDWUHVHDUFKHUVPXVWDYRLGFRQÀDWLQJ
poverty with spatial inequalities. The resilience roundtable initially talked
DERXWYXOQHUDEOHODQGVFDSHVXUEDQIRUPDQGKRZWRUHEXLOGLQIUDVWUXFWXUH
and buildings after disasters. The group then moved that conversation towards
the larger question of re-thinking what urban resilience means: How can
communities and cultures re-think and re-invent their cities and create new urban
IRUPV"'HYHORSPHQWLVQHYHUSODFHQHXWUDO'XULQJWKHSDQHORQ$VLDQFLWLHV
SDQHOLVWVSRLQWHGRXWWKDWZLWKSRSXODWLRQVSURMHFWHGWRJURZUDSLGO\WKURXJK
DQHZFLW\ZLOOQHHGWREHEXLOWHYHU\PRQWKWRPHHWWKHEDVLFQHHGVRI
new generations. That fact alone makes place-based research fundamental to
VXFFHVVIXODQGVXVWDLQDEOHGHYHORSPHQW7KHDQDO\WLFVJURXSQRWHGKRZHYHU
WKDWVXI¿FLHQWVSDWLDOGDWDLVFXUUHQWO\XQDYDLODEOHIRUPDQ\UDSLGO\XUEDQL]LQJ
SODFHVDGH¿FLHQF\WKDWFUHDWHVWKHGDQJHURIRYHUJHQHUDOL]LQJWKURXJK
extrapolation.
Rittenhouse Square,
Philadelphia, PA
photocredit: Penn IUR
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2 Inequality
1.

Urban Form

2.

Inequality

3.

Data & Collective
Intelligence

4.

Knowledge Transfer

5.

Climate Change &
Resilience

6.

Informality &
Institutional Capacity

7.

Heterogeneity

A computer-training
classroom in Rwanda.
photocredit: UN-Habitat

Tackling the global rise of social and economic inequalities has become
a major development agenda. The think tank and foundation panelists all
HPSKDVL]HGWKDWLQHTXDOLW\KDVEHFRPHDPDMRUSURJUDPDJHQGDIRUQRQSUR¿WV
DQGIXQGHUV2QHURXQGWDEOHJURXSZDVVSHFL¿FDOO\DVNHGWRWDFNOHWKHLVVXH
RILQHTXDOLW\²DGLI¿FXOWDQGZLGHUDQJLQJWRSLFWRFRYHULQRQHDIWHUQRRQ7KH
JURXS¶VTXHVWLRQVFLUFOHGDURXQGWKHTXHVWLRQRIHQJLQHV²VXFKDVWZHQW\¿UVW
century media technologies and institutional and legal structures—driving the
JURZWKRILQHTXDOLWLHVDQGHFRQRPLFVWUDWL¿FDWLRQDURXQGWKHZRUOG7KHJURXS
H[SUHVVHGWKHFRQFHUQWKDWLQHTXDOLW\LVRIWHQPLVOHDGLQJO\FRQÀDWHGZLWK
poverty. Other groups discussed inequality as it related to their table topics.
The economic agglomeration roundtable noted that economists need to tackle
PRUHTXHVWLRQVDERXWVSDWLDOVHJUHJDWLRQLQFOXGLQJSRYHUW\WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ
DFFHVVDQGXQHPSOR\PHQW,QWKHURXQGWDEOHRQUHVLOLHQFHDQGPHWURSROLWDQ
V\VWHPVUHVHDUFKHUVQRWHGWKDWJOREDOO\WKHPRVWYXOQHUDEOHFRPPXQLWLHVWR
environmental disaster are often already socially or economically unstable. That
REVHUYDWLRQGURYHWKHTXHVWLRQ:KHQWKRVHFRPPXQLWLHVDUHUHEXLOWVKRXOG
justice and equity play a role in the decision-making? The transportation and
infrastructure roundtable suggested that density doesn’t guarantee access to
VHUYLFHVDQGDVNHGZKDWRWKHUGULYHUVFRQWULEXWHWRXQHTXDOGLVWULEXWLRQRI
services such as safe drinking water and sanitation? Researchers at the data
analytics table emphasized the old adage “information is power” and observed
WKDWLQWRGD\¶VLQIRUPDWLRQGULYHQHFRQRPLHVODFNRILQIRUPDWLRQH[DFHUEDWHV
income inequalities.
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Harnessing the power of collective intelligence is a worthy—if
illusive—goal. All the roundtables acknowledged that the power of data and
the “age of communication” are transforming urban agendas by rechanneling
FROOHFWLYHLQWHOOLJHQFHIRUGHFLVLRQPDNLQJ²ERWKTXDQWLWDWLYH ODUJHGDWDVHWV 
DQGTXDOLWDWLYH FXOWXUHLGHDV :LWKWKHDFTXLVLWLRQDQGFRPSLODWLRQRIODUJH
RSHQGDWDVHWVSDWWHUQVRIIHHGEDFNDQGEHKDYLRUZLOOFKDQJHWKHUROHHYHQ
WKHGH¿QLWLRQRIFRPPXQLW\5HVHDUFKHUVDWWKHGDWDDQDO\WLFVWDEOHDVNHGKRZ
collective human behavior reacts to highly dynamic data; they used hour-by-hour
ZHDWKHUPRGHOLQJDVDQH[DPSOHRIIDVWVKRUWWHUPUHVSRQVHVZKLOHV\VWHPV
such as transportation or health were raised as targets for long-term behavioral
studies. Participants also pointed out the need to better understand how new
ideas and innovation emerge from the analysis of massive data sets. Researchers
DWWKHWUDQVSRUWDWLRQDQGLQIUDVWUXFWXUHURXQGWDEOHDJUHHGWKDWZKLOHVROXWLRQV
WRHQWUHQFKHGSUREOHPVFRXOGHPHUJHIURPRSHQGDWDDQDO\VLVWUDQVSRUWDWLRQ
and infrastructure agencies lack the capacity to take advantage of the data
they currently gather. Participants asked: How do you measure “wisdom”
DQGKRZWR\RXGH¿QH³FROOHFWLYHLQWHOOLJHQFH´",VLQVWLWXWLRQDOFROODERUDWLRQD
form of collective intelligence? Participants repeatedly noted that the collective
LQWHOOLJHQFHRIUHVHDUFKHUVLVQ¶WEHLQJRSWLPL]HGDQGWKDWFORVHUUHODWLRQVKLSV
with practitioners would allow cities to better leverage the collective power of the
global research community.
Global Planners
Network booth, World
Urban Forum 2014
photocredit: UN-Habitat
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Community planning
in Bangledesh
photocredit: UN-Habitat

+RZFDQZHVKDUHPRUHUHVHDUFKZLWKPRUHSHRSOHPRUHRIWHQ"With
PDQ\QHZDQGHPHUJLQJVWDNHKROGHUVHQJDJHGLQWKHJOREDOXUEDQGLVFXVVLRQ
coordinating agendas and the rate of transfer of knowledge is a challenge. Mark
$ODQ+XJKHVLQKLV¿UHVWDUWHUFRPPHQWVDVNHGWKHJURXSWRUHLPDJLQHWKH
relationship between the research community and practitioners into one that has
DFROODERUDWLYHPLQGVHWPRUHJLYHDQGWDNHSDUWQHUVKLSVWKDWVKDUHUHVRXUFHV
DQGLGHDV7KHLQHTXDOLW\URXQGWDEOHQRWHGWKDWIRUFRXQWULHVVXFKDV,QGLDZKLFK
ODFNVORFDOUHVHDUFKSUDFWLWLRQHUVDUHPDNLQJGHFLVLRQVZLWKRXWWKHEHQH¿WRI
research data or case studies. Participants recommended creating a dynamic
research-practice culture as a way to disseminate best practices to cities facing
UDSLGLQYHVWPHQWVLQDQGGHOLYHU\RIVRFLDODQGSXEOLFJRRGV3DUWLFLSDQWVDW
the economic agglomeration table noted that urban economic researchers are
relatively ignorant about which economic policies really work and asked how
SROLFLHVFDQVWD\ÀH[LEOHHQRXJKWRDGDSWVXFFHVVIXOO\WRQHZK\SRWKHVHVDQG
VKLIWVLQXQGHUVWDQGLQJ$WWKHWDEOHRQPHWURSROLWDQV\VWHPVDQGUHVLOLHQFH
researchers discussed how city managers are often the best people to talk to
DERXWWKHVSHFL¿FUHVLOLHQFHLVVXHVIDFLQJDFLW\DVNLQJKRZUHVHDUFKHUVFDQ
engage them and their communities in conversations about what disaster recovery
PHDQVIRUWKHP,QDQRWHRIFDXWLRQWKHSDQHORQIRXQGDWLRQVHPSKDVL]HGWKDW
VXVWDLQHGFROODERUDWLRQUHTXLUHVIXQFWLRQDOFDSDFLW\ERWKIXQGLQJDQGVWDI¿QJ
How do you provide enough support to institutionalize collaborative efforts and
NHHSWKHUDWHRINQRZOHGJHWUDQVIHUKLJKZKLOHUHGXFLQJWKHFKDQFHWKDWSHRSOH
will ignore opportunities that impose burdens to their full-time schedules?
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How well will human settlements adapt to climate change? All
participants were critically concerned about climate change and its impact on
FLWLHVDQGXUEDQL]LQJDUHDVSDUWLFXODUO\DORQJFRDVWOLQHV$NH\FRQFHSWH[SORUHG
by the resiliency and metropolitan systems roundtable was the idea of “bouncing
forward”: a city’s ability to “bounce forward” rather than “bounce back” requires
communities to reconsider old habits and rebuild and/or rezone with new
HFRV\VWHPEDVHOLQHV²VXFKDVIUHTXHQWÀRRGLQJGURXJKWVRUWRUQDGRHV²LQ
mind. Do we limit the question of resilience to natural events? What about social
or political issues? The roundtable asked: How should cities be stress tested?
0DQ\JURXSVQRWHGWKDWDOWKRXJKULVNVDUHKHWHURJHQHRXVFOLPDWHFKDQJHEHVW
practices can and should be shared. The economic agglomeration roundtable
HPSKDVL]HGWKDWQDWLRQDOJRYHUQPHQWVQHHGWRSOD\DVWUDWHJLFFRRUGLQDWLQJ
UROHLQDGGUHVVLQJFOLPDWHFKDQJHVWUHVVHVDQGWKDWSROLFLHVQHHGWREHÀH[LEOH
enough to adapt to local conditions. Climate research is dependent on large
GDWDVHWVDQGWKHGDWDDQDO\WLFVURXQGWDEOHSRLQWHGRXWWKDWDVGDWDDQDO\WLFV
FRQWLQXHWRHYROYHWKHFRPELQDWLRQRIFOLPDWHPRGHOVZLWKXUEDQV\VWHP
PRGHOVZLOOHQFRXUDJHIDVWHUVPDUWHUDQGPRUHQXDQFHGGHFLVLRQPDNLQJ7KH
inequality table noted that rapid urbanization is typically on vulnerable and/or
GHOLFDWHHFRV\VWHPVVXFKDVFRDVWOLQHVÀRRG]RQHVRUVWHHSVORSHV+RZVKRXOG
equity and social justice toward the most poor and marginal populations be
addressed in response to catastrophic climate change events?
Flooding in Liberia
photocredit: UN-Habitat
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:KDWLVDSXEOLFJRRGLQWKHWZHQW\¿UVWFHQWXU\"All the roundtables
DQGSDQHOVDVNHGYHUVLRQVRIWKLVTXHVWLRQ,QIRUPDOPDUNHWVDULVHIRUKRXVLQJ
WUDQVSRUWDWLRQDQGLQIUDVWUXFWXUHZKHUHSXEOLFJRYHUQPHQWVGRQRWKDYH
the capacity to meet demands. All these informal markets begin to change
SXEOLFH[SHFWDWLRQVIRUZKRLVVXSSRVHGWRSURYLGHSXEOLFJRRGVZKDWWKHLU
UHVSRQVLELOLWLHVDUHDQGKRZWKH\VKRXOGSD\IRUWKRVHJRRGV$OOSDUWLFLSDQWV
agree that any government agency dealing with human settlements needs
EHWWHUGDWDVWUDWHJLHVDQGSROLFLHVWRDGGUHVVWZHQW\¿UVWFHQWXU\SUREOHPV
The roundtable on infrastructure and transportation raised the question of the
UROHRIJRYHUQPHQWLQLQYHVWPHQWDIIRUGDELOLW\FKRLFHDQGSULFLQJVWUDWHJLHV
How do you transform moribund or overwhelmed agencies that are exceeding
their capacity to manage effectively? From updating aging nineteenth-century
infrastructure in the Global North to engineering new systems in the Global
6RXWKJRYHUQPHQWVDUHUHDFKLQJRUKDYHH[FHHGHGWKHLUFDSDFLW\WRPHHW
GHPDQG3DQHOLVWVDWPXOWLSOHVHVVLRQVQRWHGWKDW IRUPDORULQIRUPDO PDUNHW
driven strategies are often the solution. That raised a larger question: How can
SODQQHUVSURPRWHDFFHVVFKRLFHDQGVXVWDLQDELOLW\LQLQIRUPDOPDUNHWVHJPHQWV"
The inequality roundtable group pointed out that the poor and marginalized
communities from which most informal networks arise are often left out of
H[LVWLQJSROLWLFDOSURFHVVHVDQGWKDWWKLVLVVXHQHHGVIXUWKHUDWWHQWLRQ

Potable water in Kenya
photocredit: UN-Habitat
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What makes cities similar or different from one another? Identifying
commonalities while respecting and encouraging heterogeneity is a global
challenge. Cities go through phases of maturity. New and older human
VHWWOHPHQWVIDFHGLIIHUHQWWZHQW\¿UVWFHQWXU\FKDOOHQJHVWKDWPDNHSUHYLRXV
comparisons and best practices less effective or obsolete. Participants agreed
WKDWRQHVL]H¿WVDOOVROXWLRQVGRQ¶WH[LVW+RZHYHUDOOWKHJURXSVFRQWUDVWHGWKDW
point with the traditional academic conviction that commonalities can be found
and that new or adjusted best practices can be shared effectively. The economic
DJJORPHUDWLRQSDUWLFLSDQWVQRWHGWKDWWKHUHVHDUFK¿HOGVWKHPVHOYHVKDYHDKLJK
degree of heterogeneity and incompleteness. Encouraging heterogeneity allows
IRUÀH[LELOLW\DQGDGDSWDWLRQ+RZHYHULQQRWLQJWKDWUHVHDUFKHUVQHHGWRFUHDWH
a better understanding of issues that should be supported by national policies
DQGLQYHVWPHQWVWKH\DOVRLPSOLHGDQHHGIRUVKDUHGVROXWLRQV7KHUHVLOLHQFH
and metropolitan systems roundtable highlighted the need to identify common
resilience risk factors for every city and region but left open the question “what
LVUHVLOLHQFH´"(FKRLQJ)HUGRXV-DKDQLQKHU¿UHVWDUWHUWDONWKHLQHTXDOLW\WDEOH
DVNHGKRZJOREDOVRXWKFRXQWULHVFDQVKLIWWKHLUIRFXVRQWKHLUFRPPRQDOLWLHV
primarily their shared need to manage rapid informal development. The urban
DQDO\WLFVJURXSKRZHYHUZDVFRQFHUQHGDERXWKRZGDWDZLOOEHXVHGWR
LGHQWLI\FRPPRQDOLWLHVDQGGLIIHUHQFHVWKH\QRWHGWKHSRWHQWLDOIRU¿QHJUDLQHG
FXVWRPL]DWLRQRIEHVWSUDFWLFHVEXWFDXWLRQHGWKDWWKHUHLVDUHDOGDQJHURI
over-generalizing from incomplete data or poor modeling.
Aerial view of
neighborhoods in
Medellin, Columbia
photocredit: UN-Habitat
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Other Agenda Topics

,QDGGLWLRQWRWKHVHYHQSUHYLRXVUHVHDUFKSULRULWLHVRWKHUFURVVFXWWLQJ
TXHVWLRQVDQGWRSLFVZHUHUDLVHGE\UHVHDUFKHUVWKRXJKZLWKOHVVIUHTXHQF\

• Densities - How big should a city get? Are there different tiers of city

VL]HV"+RZZRXOG\RXGH¿QHWKHP"+RZGR\RXHQVXUHWKDWGHQVLW\ 
connectivity? Are their optimal size cities for entrepreneurship? How do we
FKDQJHWKHFXOWXUDOFRQYHUVDWLRQWRZDUGVWKHSRVLWLYHVRIGHQVLW\LQVWHDG
of the negatives?

• Cross-disciplinary Research - How do researchers move out of

WKHLUUHVSHFWLYHVLORVDQGZRUNZLWKHDFKRWKHUDFURVV¿HOGV"+RZGR
UHVHDUFKHUVOHDUQWKDWWKH\VKRXOGEOHQGSDWKGHSHQGHQF\ VLORV ZLWK
innovations? If resilience had multiple meanings and scales - from land use
and infrastructure to housing and justice - how do researchers harmonize
post-recovery policies and best practices? Spatial planning requires cross
disiplinary research - how do we organize these research areas?

• Policy +RZGRUHVHDUFKHUVEHVWLQÀXHQFHSXEOLFSROLF\LQUDSLGO\

XUEDQL]LQJDUHDV":LWKJURZLQJLQHTXDOLWLHVKRZGRZHWUDQVODWHWKH
FXOWXUHRIPXQLFLSDOJRYHUQPHQWDQGSROLF\"+RZWR\RX¿QDQFHUHJXODWRU\
decisions with fragmented power distribution?

• Innovation - Does the building of entrepreneurial clusters by cities

have validity? Data can be used to drive innovation through decentralized
decision making but lack of access can increase inequalities. New models
DUHQHHGHGWRIXQGDQGEXLOGSXEOLFVHUYLFHVHVSHFLDOO\WUDQVSRUWDWLRQDQG
infrastructure.

• Speed of Growth- How can you best serve fast growing cities/human

settlements that lack infrastructure? How do we accommodate huge
housing demands in urbanizing areas? How can we use communication
technologies’ rapid feedback capacities to create new decision-making
models and change human behavior? What are system stresses caused by
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rapid growth?

• Stress Tests - What are the biggest known and unknown risk factors

IRUFLWLHVLQWKHWZHQW\¿UVWFHQWXU\",IUHVHDUFKHUVGRQ¶WDQVZHUWKLV
TXHVWLRQKRZFDQFLWLHVSUHSDUHIRUWKHIXWXUH"+RZWR\RXPDQDJHULVN
factors greater than human life spans? How do cities best prepare for
climate change events?

• Global Data Gaps - How do you plan and implement policy effectively

in places like India when research is missing? How can new communication
WHFKQRORJLHVEHXVHGWR¿OOLQRUDYRLGGDWDJDSV"3HRSOHQHHGWRWKLQN
of cities in new ways - what new data models are emerging? How do you
best address institutional capacity/data gaps when countries try to comply
with global benchmarking? How can ‘big data’ be used globally if many
places/governments do not or cannot collect data?

• Privacy v. Public Data 'RWKHEHQH¿WVRIXVLQJSULYDWHGDWDIRU

public good outweigh privacy concerns? How do you balance disclosure
with privacy? When is data collection a public good and when is it a private
good? How does access to private/public data impact socioeconomic
inequality? Can public data really capture qualitative information about
cities and communities?

• Reinventing Governance- If economics are increasingly

FLW\EDVHGZKDWOHYHOVRISROLF\JRYHUQDQFHDUHEHVW":KDWUROHLVWKHUH
IRUWKHKXPDQLWLHV ODQJXDJHFXOWXUH LQFROOHFWLYHYLVLRQLQJ"6KRXOG
benchmarks and tools work vertically or horizontally? What policies are
truly global? How do we identify new management challenges? What kind
RIQDWLRQZLGHPRGHOVDUHQHHGHGWRXSGDWHROG¿QDQFLQJPRGHOVIRU
infrastructure and transportation? How to we understand the impact of
legacy government structures and inertia on public goods delivery?

• Shared Social Meaning - How can academic research connect on

the ground with leadership vision and coalitions? Is the city just an object
ZLWKUHWXUQRQLQYHVWPHQW 52, ":KDWDERXWVRFLDOYDOXHV"+RZGR\RX
PHDVXUHFROOHFWLYHZLVGRP"0RUHUHVHDUFKLVQHHGHGRQWKHLQÀXHQFHRI
KRZGDWDLVSRUWUD\HGRQKXPDQEHKDYLRU UDWKHUWKDQWKHIDFWV 7KH
middle classes are disconnected from the experience of poverty which
H[WHQGVWRWKHSROLF\OHYHOUHVXOWLQJLQGLVHQIUDQFKLVHPHQWRIWKHSRRU
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Conclusion

$URXQGWKHZRUOGWKUHHFRQFHUQVLQIRUPDQGLQWHUVHFW
research on cities.
7KH¿UVWFRQFHUQUHYROYHVDURXQGLVVXHVRIHFRQRPLFJURZWKSRYHUW\DQG
LQHTXDOLW\:KLOHFLWLHVFRQWULEXWHSHUFHQWRIWKHJOREDO*'3SURGXFWLYLW\
LVQRWWKHVDPHDVVKDUHGSURVSHULW\WKH0F.LQVH\*OREDO,QVWLWXWH  
SRLQWVRXWWKDWRQO\FLWLHVSURGXFHWKHPDMRULW\RIWKHJOREDO*'3ZKLFK
leaves thousands of cities growing rapidly in terms of demographics but lagging
HFRQRPLFDOO\)XUWKHUDVLOOXVWUDWHGE\-RVHSK6WLJOLW]LQPrice of Inequality
 DQG7KRPDV3LFNHWW\LQCapital in the 21st Century  LQHTXDOLW\RI
income and wealth diminish access to social and economic opportunities. While
WKHVHDXWKRUVGRQRWVSHFL¿FDOO\GLVFXVVFLWLHVZHNQRZWKDWWKHSURSDJDWLRQ
RISRYHUW\RUDOWHUQDWLYHO\WKHSRWHQWLDORIVKDUHGSURVSHULW\GHSHQGVRQKRZ
JURZWKRFFXUVLQXUEDQDUHQDVDURXQGWKHZRUOGZKHUHE\8QLWHG1DWLRQV
HVWLPDWHVELOOLRQSHRSOHZLOOUHVLGHE\We need to know more about the

dynamics of growth and shared prosperity in cities and how to address them in
order to eradicate poverty and inequality.

7KHVHFRQGFRQFHUQKLJKOLJKWVLVVXHVRIFRQÀLFWDQGFLYLOXQUHVW0RUHWKDQ¿IW\
\HDUVDJR0RUWRQDQG/XFLD:KLWHLQThe Intellectual vs. The City  XVHG
7KRPDV-HIIHUVRQ¶VZULWLQJVDERXWWKHYLROHQFHRIWKH)UHQFK5HYROXWLRQDV
played out in Paris to explain how cities can serve as places of political unrest.
,QGHHGFLWLHVZLWKWKHLUODUJHSRSXODWLRQVKDYHEHHQWKHVFHQHVRI¿HUFH
FODVKHVZKHQIHZRXWOHWVIRUWKHH[SUHVVLRQDQGIXO¿OOPHQWRISRSXODUQHHGV
H[LVW7RGD\RQHQHHGVWRORRNQRIXUWKHUWKDQ7DKULU6TXDUHWRZLWQHVVWKH
power of popular congregation in urban public space. We need to know more

about how to create peaceful participatory dialogue and governance in the urban
ZRUOGLQRUGHUWRUHVROYHFRQÀLFWDQGDYRLGFLYLOXQUHVW
7KHWKLUGFRQFHUQLVFOLPDWHFKDQJH$VZLWKWKHRWKHUFRQFHUQVFLWLHVDUHDWWKH
center. Urban areas already account for three quarters of energy-related CO2
HPLVVLRQVZKLFKDUHWKHNH\VRXUFHRIFOLPDWHFKDQJHDQGLWVHIIHFWV0RUHWKDQ
60 percent of the world’s urban population lives in urban areas vulnerable to
natural disasters that are likely to be aggravated by global warming. Food crises
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brought on by climate-change-related drought disproportionately affect urban
DUHDV$VWKHODWHVW,QWHUQDWLRQDO3DQHORQ&OLPDWH&KDQJH  UHSRUWVWDWHV
LQIUDVWUXFWXUHDQGVSDWLDOSODQQLQJQHHGWREHWLJKWO\LQWHJUDWHGWRVLJQL¿FDQWO\
reduce those emissions as urbanization increases. We need to know more about

how to select and implement the form and design of urban places best suited
to reduce GHG emissions in order to adapt or mitigate the ravages of climate
change.

1RQDWLRQUHJLRQRUFLW\LVLPPXQHWRWKHVHLQWHUWZLQHGFRPSOH[DQGV\VWHPLF
concerns. Likely responses will yield universal principles to be adapted and
applied locally taking into account contextual conditions. Traditional research
PHWKRGVZLOOQRWVXI¿FHDVWKH\KDYHUHVXOWHGLQVFKRODUO\LQVXODULW\LQFRPSOHWH
¿QGLQJVDQGLOOLQIRUPHGSXEOLFSROLF\ZLWKUHJDUGWRDGGUHVVLQJWKHPDMRU
FRQFHUQVRIWRGD\¶VXUEDQZRUOG$QHZSDUDGLJPLVUHTXLUHGRQHWKDWIRVWHUV
multi-disciplinary cooperative research as standard practice. Through such
DSDUDGLJPUHVHDUFKHUVZLOOIRFXVRQWKH³ODUJHUSLFWXUH´WRSLFV\HWVWLOO
GULOOGRZQWRVSHFL¿FDQGRIWHQLQWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\VROXWLRQVHQJDJHLQIUXLWIXO
partnerships among practitioners and urban researchers; and 3. communicate
DQGWUDQVODWHUHVHDUFK¿QGLQJVPHDQLQJIXOO\DQGHIIHFWLYHO\DPRQJPXOWLSOH
¿HOGVDQGGLVFLSOLQHV,QIDFWWKHVHLGHDVDERXWUHIRUPXODWLQJXUEDQUHVHDUFK
DSSURDFKHVKDYHEHHQVLPPHULQJIRUDORQJWLPHKDYLQJEHHQ¿UVWVXJJHVWHGDW
WKH5RFNHIHOOHU)RXQGDWLRQ¶V*OREDO8UEDQ6XPPLW  DQGRXWOLQHGLQGHWDLO
by Neal Peirce et al. as a “Global Urban Commons” in the conference proceedings
entitled Century of the City  7KHFRQFHSWHQYLVLRQVDQLQWHUDFWLYHGLJLWDO
FRPPXQLFDWLRQVWRROWKDWLGHQWL¿HVXUEDQIRFXVHGUHVHDUFKFHQWHUVWKHLUOHDGHUV
and their research as a means of easing the implementation of the new paradigm
for urban research.
,QIRUPDQGFRQWHQWWKH*OREDO8UEDQ&RPPRQVZLOOEHDPHWDQHWZRUN
serving as a dynamic global directory for urban researchers and practitioners.
(PSOR\LQJWKH,QWHUQHWHPDLODQGYLGHRFRQIHUHQFLQJLWZLOOHQKDQFHVKDULQJ
GDWDFROODERUDWLRQDQGOHDUQLQJLQUHDOWLPH,GHDOO\LWZLOOVWUHQJWKHQH[LVWLQJ
SDUWQHUVKLSVVWLPXODWHQHZUHODWLRQVKLSVDQGH[SRVHVFKRODUVDQGSUDFWLWLRQHUV
to new lines of thought that they would not otherwise encounter.
The Global Urban Commons is a virtual meeting place that adds to
well-established face-to-face assemblages as occur today in professional
conferences or scholarly retreats. It builds on the evolving rich interfaces
DVVRFLDWHGZLWKWKHVHPHHWLQJV)RUH[DPSOHZKHQWKHOHDGHUVRI5RFNHIHOOHU
Foundation initiated the Visionaries UnboundVHULHVLQWKH\FRPELQHG
hosting small expert meetings at the Bellagio Study Center with publishing
EDFNJURXQGPDWHULDODQG¿QGLQJVRQDGHGLFDWHGSXEOLFDOO\DFFHVVLEOHZHEVLWH
7UDQVIRUPLQJ&LWLHVWKHDQWHFHGHQWRIWKH3ODFH0DWWHUV6XPPLW 6HHKWWS
ZZZYLVLRQDULHVXQERXQGFRPHYHQWVWUDQVIRUPLQJFLWLHV 
)RUPLQJD*OREDO8UEDQ&RPPRQVLVDGPLWWHGO\DQDPELWLRXVDQGFRPSOH[
XQGHUWDNLQJ1RQHWKHOHVVLQ)DOO3HQQ,85ZLOOODXQFKDEHWDYHUVLRQWKDW
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will be a searchable database of urban research centers organized according to
W\SHRILQVWLWXWHUHJLRQFRXQWU\SDUWQHUVKLSVDQGUHVHDUFKIRFL7KLVGDWDEDVH
LVWKH¿UVWVWHSDORQJWKHFULWLFDOSDWKWRZDUGVWKHODUJHUDFWLRQDEOHJRDOEXLOGLQJ
new sustainable research partnerships that will advance the ability to understand
WKHFKDOOHQJHVRIFLWLHVLQWKHWZHQW\¿UVWFHQWXU\DQGKHOSIRUPXODWHDQHZ
urban agenda to address them.
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